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Navigating the complexities of divorce and custody laws can be overwhelming, especially when
emotions run high. In Trinidad and Tobago, understanding the legal framework governing divorce
and child custody is crucial to ensuring a fair and smooth process. Advocate Devesh Maharaj, a
renowned legal expert in Trinidad, has simplified these legal intricacies to help individuals better
comprehend their rights and obligations. This blog aims to provide an overview of divorce and
custody laws in Trinidad and how Advocate Devesh Maharaj can assist in these matters.

Understanding Divorce Laws in Trinidad and Tobago

Divorce in Trinidad and Tobago is governed by the Matrimonial Proceedings and Property Act,
which outlines the legal grounds and processes for dissolving a marriage. A divorce may be
granted on the basis of the following grounds:

1. Irretrievable Breakdown of MarriageThe most common ground for divorce is that the marriage has broken down irretrievably. This can
be established by proving one or more of the following:
Adultery by one spouse, making it intolerable for the other to continue the marriage.
Unreasonable behavior, such as abuse, neglect, or addiction.
Desertion for a continuous period of at least two years.
Separation for two years with mutual consent.
Separation for five years without mutual consent.

2. The Divorce ProcessThe divorce process typically involves the following steps:Step 1: Filing the Petition
Either spouse can file a petition for divorce, citing the grounds for seeking dissolution.
Step 2: Response from the Other Party
The respondent spouse has the right to respond and contest the petition if they wish.
Step 3: Court Proceedings
If uncontested, the process moves forward smoothly. If contested, the court will schedule
hearings to resolve disputes.

Step 4: Decree Nisi
If the court is satisfied with the evidence, a Decree Nisi (a provisional order) is granted.
Step 5: Decree Absolute
After six weeks, the petitioner can apply for a Decree Absolute, finalizing the divorce.
Advocate Devesh Maharaj provides expert guidance at each stage, ensuring clients are well-
informed and represented in court.
Child Custody Laws in Trinidad and TobagoChild custody is one of the most sensitive aspects of divorce, as it directly impacts the well-being
of the children involved. The legal principles governing child custody are primarily based on the 
Children Act and the Family Law (Guardianship of Minors) Act.

1. Types of CustodyIn Trinidad and Tobago, there are different types of custody arrangements that can be awarded
by the court:
Sole Custody: One parent is granted full custody and responsibility for the child.
Joint Custody: Both parents share custody and decision-making responsibilities.
Split Custody: If there are multiple children, custody may be split between the parents.
Third-Party Custody: In rare cases, custody may be granted to a third party, such as a
grandparent.

2. Factors Considered by the CourtWhen determining custody arrangements, the court considers several factors, including:The child’s best interests.
The ability of each parent to provide for the child’s emotional, educational, and physical needs.
The wishes of the child (if they are of sufficient age and maturity).
The existing parent-child relationship.
Any history of abuse or neglect.

3. Visitation RightsEven if one parent is awarded sole custody, the non-custodial parent typically has the right to
visitation. Visitation schedules can be agreed upon by the parents or determined by the court.
Advocate Devesh Maharaj works diligently to ensure that custody arrangements prioritize the
best interests of the child while safeguarding parental rights.
Financial Considerations in Divorce and Custody CasesDivorce and custody proceedings often involve financial disputes, including:1. Division of PropertyUnder Trinidadian law, marital assets are divided equitably based on contributions made by both
spouses. This includes:
Real estate properties.
Savings and investments.
Business interests.
Personal assets.

2. Spousal SupportOne spouse may be required to provide financial support to the other post-divorce, depending on
factors such as income disparity, age, and health.
3. Child SupportChild support payments are calculated based on the needs of the child and the financial capacity
of both parents. Factors considered include:
Education and healthcare expenses.
Standard of living prior to divorce.
Special needs of the child.

Advocate Devesh Maharaj ensures that financial settlements are fair and aligned with legal
requirements, offering personalized advice to clients.
The Role of Mediation in Divorce and Custody MattersMediation is an alternative dispute resolution process that can help divorcing couples resolve
conflicts amicably without lengthy court battles. In Trinidad and Tobago, mediation services are
encouraged to facilitate:

Effective communication between spouses.
Negotiation of custody and financial arrangements.
Reduction of emotional stress and legal costs.

Advocate Devesh Maharaj is a strong proponent of mediation and helps clients explore peaceful 
resolutions whenever possible.
Why Choose Advocate Devesh Maharaj?Advocate Devesh Maharaj is a highly respected legal professional in Trinidad and Tobago with
extensive experience in family law. His services include:
Expert legal representation in divorce and custody cases.
Compassionate and client-focused approach.
Strong negotiation skills to achieve favorable settlements.
Transparent and honest legal advice.

Clients can trust Advocate Devesh Maharaj to handle their legal matters with the utmost
professionalism and dedication.

ConclusionDivorce and custody matters are often challenging, but understanding the legal landscape
can make the process more manageable. Whether it’s filing for divorce, negotiating custody
arrangements, or securing financial support, Advocate Devesh Maharaj provides
comprehensive legal services tailored to each client’s needs.

If you are facing divorce or custody issues in Trinidad and Tobago, seeking the assistance of a 
knowledgeable and experienced advocate like Devesh Maharaj can make all the difference in 
achieving a fair and just outcome.
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