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Essential Features That Enhance Mobility and [ JEEE

The earliest known representation of a wheelchairdates back to
drawings from

the Middle Ages. However, wheelchairs as we knowthem today werenot
common

until the late 19th century when chairs mounted onbicycle wheels began
appearing. In 1933, Everest & Jennings developedthe first modern
folding

wheelchair made of lightweight aluminum. Thisinnovation made
wheelchairs much

more portable. In 1977, the first motorizedwheelchair was introduced by
Invacare, allowing those with limited mobility totravel independently
indoors

and outdoors.

Types of Wheelchairs

Manual Wheelchairs — Wheelchairs are the basictype

that requires the user to push the wheels tomaneuver. Manual chairs
comein a

variety of sizes to accommodate different users.Some feature adjustable
components for comfort and positioning.

Power Wheelchairs — With

battery-powered electric motors, power wheelchairsprovideindependent
mobility

without physical pushing. These chairs havejoysticks, buttons, or other
controls to steer and brake. Power chairs are bettersuited for those with
limited upper body strength or dexterity.

Bariatric Wheelchairs — For

individuals who weigh more than 300 pounds,specially rated bariatric
wheelchairs are built to hold heavier weights safely.They have extra-
wide

seats, reinforced frames, and weight-ratedcomponents to handle
increased

stresses.

Sports Wheelchairs — Similar to

racing wheelchairs used in sports like basketball, rugby, and tennis,
these are

intended for recreational mobility. They emphasize performance,
maneuverability, and speed. Sports chairs have extra small wheels and
lightweight frames.

Pediatric Wheelchairs — Designed
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