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The Ankerwycke yew is believed to be the oldest tree,
having survived for 2,500 years.aa

The Ankerwycke Yew is tho?ght to be the oldest tree cared for by the National Tr?st

S?rrey is f?ll of historical land?arks, incl?ding one ancient tree which is believed to
be ?ore than two ?illenni??s old.

Tho?sands of people ?s?ally enjoy the bea?ty of Egha? ‘s R?nny?ede Pleas?re
Gro?nds every year, with its wide open grass areas andclose proxi?ity to the River
Tha?es.

If yo? go j?st over the river yo? ?ay spot a tree that, while it ?ight not see? too
exciting, is act?ally q?ite re?arkable.

The Ankerwycke Yew lies close to the r?ins of 12th cent?ry n?nnery St Mary’s
Priory, and its wide gnarly nat?re looks like it wo?ld be better s?ited to a fantasy
novel than the S?rrey co?ntryside.

As yo? can probably g?ess, it is a big hit with visitors looking for a st?nning selfie.

S?rro?nded by woodland and ?eadow, the 2,500-year-old tree is tho?ght to be the
oldest in the National Tr?st’s care and it is steeped in history.

According to pop?lar belief, it was beneath this tree that King Henry VIII co?rted
Anne Boleyn, and so?e reports s?ggest that he even proposed in its shadow.

While Magna Carta is said to have been sealed at R?nny?ede, there are those who
arg?e that the event act?ally took place on the other side of the river, perhaps ?nder
this very yew.

Getting to the ?es?erising tree is a little o?t of the way b?t certainly worth
discovering as part of a peacef?l circ?lar walk after yo? have visited the pleas?re
gro?nds or Windsor Castle.

This tranq?il spot away fro? the h?stle and b?stle of the to?rist hotspots is ho?e to
lots of wildlife.

Walkers can listen o?t for the lo?d, la?ghing calls of the green woodpeckers andsee
if they can spot the? feeding on insects in the woods.

The e?erald dragonfly and large red dragonfly are often visible darting between the
ponds, and in spring the bare gro?nd is carpeted with snowdrops, tho?ght to be
planted there in Victorian ti?es.

As well as exploring the yew tree, the r?ins of St Mary’s Priory are also worth
discovering.

These cr??bling walls were once a n?nnery, b?ilt d?ring the reign of Henry II and
dedicated to St Mary Magdalene.

Following the dissol?tion of the ?onasteries, the priory passed into private hands
and was patched ?p ?any ti?es over the years.

D?ring the 19th and 20th cent?ries ??ch of the s?rviving b?ilding fell into disrepair
and today only a few overgrown walls re?ain.
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