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Majestic Ancient Giant: A 2000-Year-Old Redwood with a
Car-Sized Passage at Its Core!aa

Dotted aro?nd the northern regions of California are a handf?l of the oldest redwoods and
giant seq?oias in the world, reaching ?p to theskies like so?ething o?t of Tolkien’s?niverse.

These colossal trees can grow to be over 300ft high and 3,000 years old. Over ti?e, their
tr?nks have beco?e wide eno?gh for enterprisinglocals to hollow o?t the ?iddle to create
incredible drive-thro?gh trees.

And what’s even ?ore i?pressive abo?t these otherworldly t?nnels is that despite having
their bases hollowed o?t, so?e of these trees contin?e to grow and thrive.

The first drive-thro?gh tree was created at T?ol??ne Grove in Yose?ite National Park in
1875 to pro?ote to?ris? according to A??sing Planet as visitors paid to pass ?nder it. Itwas
carved o?t of a 2,500-year-old giant seq?oia that had been str?ck by lightning andlater c?t
down and debarked.

In a trend that contin?es today, holiday?akers wo?ld pass thro?gh the incredible str?ct?res
in their vintage cars. As ti?e passed, ?ore hollowed o?t trees were created and to?rists
were charged to drive thro?gh the t?nnels.

Drive-thro?gh trees are no longer created today d?e to environ?ental concerns b?t
holiday?akers can still enjoy the caref?lly preserved speci?ens, relics of another to?ris?
age, in California’s national parks.

The first of these drive-thro?gh trees was created at T?ol??ne Grove (pict?red) in Yose?ite
National Park in 1875 to pro?ote to?ris?

The angled opening of the Shrine drive-thro?gh tree in Myers Flat s?pposedly for?ed
nat?rally. Today, it has to be s?pported by cables

Taken in the 1930s, the pict?re above shows a car driving thro?gh the Wawona tree in
Yose?ite National Park’s Mariposa Grove

Drive-thro?gh trees have existed since the 1800s. On the left is an image taken in 1880
showing a horse-drawn cart going thro?gh the Wawona tree while on the right is a car
going thro?gh the sa?e t?nnel in 1923

Wawona tree was well known. On the left is an ?ndated photograph of President Theodore
Roosevelt driving thro?gh the three’s t?nnel while on the right is a ?an standing ?nder the
enor?o?s t?nnel in 1890

The Wawona tree (pict?red in ?ndated photographs left and right) fell over in 1969 after a
heavy stor? in the region. It’s now known as the fallen t?nnel tree

The Chandelier tree in Leggett, abo?t 180 ?iles north of San Francisco Bay Area, is inside
a privately-owned grove. Its enor?o?s t?nnel was carved in 1937

The 2,400-year-old Chandelier tree’s na?e co?es fro? the way its branches s?pposedly
hang like chandeliers (pict?red left and right)

The tree at T?ol??ne Grove beca?e a s?ccessf?l attraction, which sparked other
entreprene?rs to hollow o?t si?ilar trees

An ?ndated image of the Wawona tree showing to?rists waiting o?tside while cars go
thro?gh its t?nnel one by one
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