








giant bouldersaa

The Greek Island of Ikaria in the Aegean Sea is home to numerous camouflaged houses built
under giant rocks to make them harder to spot by pirates.

Nowadays, Ikaria is a popular tourist destination famous for its sandy beaches, picturesquevillages
and pristine natural landscape. But it wasn’t alwaysthe slice of paradise it is today.Hundreds of
years ago, lkaria was a prime target for the pirates who called the Aegean theirhome, so to protect
themselves from their raids, the locals started building ‘anti-pirate’ homes deepinto the mountains,
to make their island look uninhabited from the sea.At one point, the entirepopulation of Ikaria
concealed itself in rock houses that didn’t attract attention unless you literallywalked past them.
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