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How did the Nobel Prize start?aa

Alfred Nobel

The Nobel Prizes were established by the will ofAlfred Nobel, a Swedish inventor, engineer, and
industrialist, best known for inventing dynamite.Alfred Nobel was born in 1833 and held over 350
patents in various fields.

The origin of the Nobel Prizes can be traced back toa mistaken obituary. In 1888, Alfred Nobel’s
brotherLudvig Nobel passed away, and a Frenchnewspaper mistakenly published an obituary for
Alfred instead. The headline read “The Merchant ofDeath is Dead” and criticized him for amassing
wealth from his inventions, particularly dynamite,which was used in warfare.

This incident deeply affected Alfred Nobel, causinghim to reflect on his legacy. He expressed adesire
to be remembered for positive contributions tohumanity rather than for the destructivepotential ofhis
inventions.

In his will, drafted in 1895, Nobel left the majority ofhis fortune to establish the Nobel Prizes. The
prizeswere to be awarded annually to individuals andorganizations that had made outstanding
contributions to humanity in the fields of Physics,Chemistry, Medicine or Physiology, Literature, and
Peace.

The Nobel Prizes were first awarded in 1901, fiveyears after Alfred Nobel’s death, in accordance with
his wishes. The Nobel Foundation was establishedto manage and administer the prizes. The prizes
have since become some of the most prestigiousand recognized awards in the world.

In 1968, the Sveriges Riksbank (Swedish NationalBank) established the Sveriges Riksbank Prize in
Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel,commonly referred to as the Nobel Prize in
Economics, which is awarded alongside the originalNobel Prizes.

Alfred Nobel’s decision to use his wealth to establishthe Nobel Prizes reflects his desire to leave a
lastingpositive impact on humanity and is a testament tothe potential for individuals to shape the
world for the better.

The Nobel Prize, an emblem of global recognition for achievements in physics, chemistry, medicine,
literature, and peace, originated from the last will of Alfred Nobel, the inventor of dynamite. Nobel’s
profound interest in science, literature, and a more peaceful world led him to dedicate his vast
fortune to the establishment of these prestigious awards, officially starting with the first Nobel Prize
awarded in 1901. The Nobel assembly, along with various committees and institutions like the
Norwegian Nobel Institute and the Nobel Foundation, administers these prizes, adhering to Nobel’s
vision and detailed stipulations.

Each year, the Nobel Prize award ceremony is a globally watched event, marking the culmination of
outstanding contributions to humanity. The categories have expanded over time, with the Sveriges
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel, commonly referred to as theNobel
Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences, introduced in 1969. This addition enriched the Nobellegacy,
recognizing the importance of economic studies alongside Nobel’s original categories.

The process to nominate and select Nobel laureates is meticulous and confidential, ensuring that
only the most deserving individuals and organizations are awarded the prize. The Nobel Prize in
Literature, for example, honors writers who have produced “in the field of literature the most
outstanding work in an ideal direction,” as Nobel’s will states, while the Peace Prize is awarded to
those who have “done the most or the best work for fraternity between nations, for the abolition or
reduction of standing armies and for the holding and promotion of peace congresses.”

Notably, the Peace Prize differs from the other categories, as it is awarded in Oslo, Norway, while
the others are presented in Stockholm, Sweden. This distinction was a specific wish of Nobel’s,
reflecting the unique nature of the Peace Prize. Throughout history, the Nobel Peace Prize hasbeen
awarded to a range of laureates, including individuals, international organizations, andmovements
that have significantly contributed to conflict resolution, democracy, and human rightsadvancements.

The prizes themselves carry not only a medal and a diploma but also a monetary award, funded by
the interest from Nobel’s estate. This prize money has supported many laureates in continuing their
valuable work. The Nobel Prizes have also faced criticism and controversy over the years, regarding
both the selection process and the merits of certain awardees. Despite such debates, the prizes
remain highly respected symbols of excellence in their respective fields.

One of the enduring legacies of the Nobel Prize is its ability to highlight and encourage further
advances in critical areas of human endeavor. By bringing global attention to the laureates and their
work, the Nobel Prizes foster an environment where knowledge, creativity, and peace efforts are
highly valued and pursued. As we look to the future, the story of the Nobel Prize continues toevolve,
honoring Alfred Nobel’s profound legacy and the countless individuals who have beeninspired to
contribute to a better world.

The inception of the Nobel Prize traces its origins to the last will and testament of Alfred Nobel, an
industrialist, inventor, and the inventor of dynamite. Upon his death in 1896, Nobel stipulated thathis
considerable fortune be used to establish prizes in Physics, Chemistry, Medicine, Literature, and
Peace, awarded to those who conferred the greatest benefit to humankind. This visionary act was
motivated by Nobel’s desire to leave a positive legacy, contrasting with his invention’s destructive
potential. The first Nobel Prizes were awarded in 1901, setting a precedent for recognizing and
celebrating monumental achievements across the globe.

Nobel’s decision to include a Peace Prize, presented by the Norwegian Nobel Committee in Oslo,
was a reflection of his lifelong commitment to the promotion of peace and his interest in peace
congresses. This prize, from the outset, was intended to highlight efforts towards ending conflicts,
promoting fraternity among nations, and advancing disarmament. The statutes of the Nobel
Foundation, established to manage Nobel’s bequest, outline the specific criteria and processes for
selecting laureates, ensuring adherence to Nobel’s wishes.

The Nobel Peace Prize ceremony has become a distinguished event, symbolizing hope and
progress in international relations and human rights. Over the years, the prize has been awarded to
a diverse group of recipients, including statesmen, activists, organizations, and even,controversially,
Henry Kissinger and Barack Obama, leading to debates about the criteria for peacecontributions.
The committee also faced criticism for not awarding a prize to Mahatma Gandhi, oneof the most
notable omissions in its history.

Apart from peace, the Nobel Prizes in Physics, Chemistry, Medicine, Literature, and the Sveriges
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel, added later, have recognized
groundbreaking work that has advanced each field. The selection committees for these prizes are
comprised of experts and academics who rigorously evaluate nominees’ contributions. Winners of
these prestigious awards receive a medal, a diploma, and a monetary award, which has varied over
the years based on the Nobel Foundation’s endowment earnings.

The evolution of the Nobel Prizes reflects changing global values and the expansion of human
knowledge. While the core categories have remained consistent, the scope of work considered prize-
worthy has broadened, embracing developments in areas like environmental sustainability, global
health, and economic inequality.

Alfred Nobel’s legacy is not just in the prizes that bear his name but in the ideal that individuals can
profoundly impact humanity’s progress and well-being. The Nobel Prizes continue to inspire new
generations of thinkers, leaders, and innovators to pursue work that benefits all of humanity.

The Nobel Prize’s inception was the fulfillment of Alfred Nobel’s last will, aiming to recognize those
who have brought significant benefit to humanity. Since the first awards in 1901, the Nobel Prizes
have honored individuals and organizations across various fields, including Physiology or Medicine,
for their groundbreaking contributions. Each prize laureate, upon being awarded the Nobel, joins a
prestigious lineage of innovators, thinkers, and leaders whose work has had a profound impact on
the world. This tradition continues to celebrate excellence and achievement, encouraging further
advancements and discoveries that can improve the human condition and expand ourunderstanding
of the natural world.
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