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The mysteries of the ocean: Unexplained and unique
phenomena.aa

The depths of the ocean hold numerous mysteries that continue to fascinate us, even as scientists
work tounravel their secrets. From unexplained phenomena witnessed by sailors to intriguing
enigmas that sparkdebates, the ocean remains a source of wonder and intrigue. Let’s take a look
at some of the mostmysterious oceanic phenomena, both solved and unsolved, that have captured
our imaginations and sparkedlively discussions.

1. Milky Sea Phenomenon:

The Milky Sea is a fascinating oceanic phenomenon characterized by a distinct milky glow in the
waters ofthe Indian Ocean. This phenomenon is caused by bioluminescent bacteria and results ina
stunning bluecoloration that appears milky white to the naked eye in darkness. Remarkably, the
Milky Sea has beenobserved for over four centuries and continues to intrigue scientists and ocean
enthusiasts alike.

2. Bioluminescence:

Bioluminescence is a fascinating natural phenomenon that occurs when certain marine organisms
emit lightas a defense mechanism. This dazzling display of light is produced when specific
chemicals within theorganisms react with oxygen in the air, resulting in a mesmerizing display of
bioluminescent light. To learnmore about this captivating ocean mystery, keep reading.

3. Convergence of Baltic and North Seas:

The oceanic phenomenon observed at the convergent point of the North and Baltic Seas in
Skagen, Denmark, has been a topic of intense debate. Despite the seas meeting at this point, the
differing densities of their waters prevent them from fully merging. Interestingly, this oceanic
occurrence has even been referenced in the holy Quran.

4. Steaming Black Sea:

The mist that rises from the Black Sea, known as ‘sea smoke’, is caused by the humid air above
the ocean surface colliding with the cool surface temperature. This fascinating oceanic
phenomenon has been explained by experts, who have also noted that it can occur in smaller
bodies of water as well.

5. Green Flash:

The ocean phenomenon of green flashes occurs during sunset and sunrise. Usually seen for
merely a couple of seconds, such green flashes are the result of the natural prismatic effect of the
?tmo???e?e of the e??t?. During sunset and during sunrise, the light cast by the sun getsdiverged
into multiple colours, which is seen by the emitting of the green flash.

6. Baltic Sea ??om???:

The Baltic Sea ??om??? was accidentally discovered by a team of d????? experts in the year
2011. The divers found a 60-metre thick circular entity nearly at a depth of 90 metres in the Baltic
Sea.

A t???k seemed to lead towards the entity, which the divers measured to be around 300-metres.
Though various scientists have offered innumerable suggestions about the entity’s origins, the
Baltic Sea ??om??? still remains one of the unsolved intrigues and ocean m??te??e? of the
world.’ Learn more about the Baltic Sea Mystery here.

7. Brinicle:

Concentrated salt water escapes from within the f?oze? ice formed above the ocean’s surface and
seeps into the depths of the water. However, once the concentrated salt goes under the surface of
the water, on account of natural processes it freezes and gets formed into brinicles. Brinicles occur
in the frigid oceanic waters around the poles.

8. Red Tide:

The occurrence of red tide is technically called as ‘Algal Blooming’ by scientists. The ocean
phenomenon occurs when there is rapid growth or blooming of algae in the oceanic waters. The
presence of red tide is highly d???e?o?? as these algae can be f?t?? to birds, animals and even
humans.

9. Sea Foam:

The foaming of the seas is ????ed by the disturbance to the organisms present on the water
surface due to the constant tidal action. Alternatively, in certain cases, seafoam can also be
????ed due to disturbances ????ed by human activities like dispelling of w??te toxicants into the
oceanic water.

10. Underwater Crop Circle:

Once regarded to be objects of high ??t????e, the underwater crop circles have been explained to
be a creative demo??t??t?o? of pufferfishes’ quests for finding their m?te?. These underwater
circles have circumferences of over six feet and are often decorated with shells and other
decorative items found at the ?ottom of the sea. The underwater crop circles were discovered
under the waters of the Japanese island of Anami Oshima. Some consider these oceanm??te??e?
as the work of ???e??.

11 .UNDERWATER VOLCANOES

Besides the ocean floor, much of the geography of the ocean is still a mystery. There are many
possibilities, such as underwater mountains and volcanoes — some of which erupt to createabove-
surface level islands.

Six underwater volcanoes were discovered in 2019 in the Sicilian Channel, just off the coast of
Sicily. Researchers on the OGS Explora were mapping the seafloor of the channel when they
came across one of the underwater volcanoes, which was trailing lava for approximately two-and-
a-half miles (via National Geographic). All six volcanoes were found within 14 miles of the side of
the channel. Imagine how Sicilian residents would feel if they knew there was not one volcano, but
six, just a short drive from the beach!

In March 2009, writes National Geographic, the world gained its youngest island from an
underwater volcanic eruption in the South Pacific ocean. Tonga is a country made up of 170
volcanic islands, many of which are uninhabited by people. The eruption from the newest piece of
land covered the nearby island of Hunga Ha’apai in black volcanic ash that likely stalled its
ecosystem for years to come.

12 .CURSED SHIPWRECKS

The Gulf of Mexico, writes Mysterious Universe, is estimated to contain over 4,000 shipwrecks. Itis
a literal treasure trove of shipwrecked glory.

ExxonMobil came across a shipwreck in the Gulf of Mexico in 2003, where they were laying an oil
pipeline. Multiple teams of researchers made several attempts to get closer to the ship and pick up
artifacts, but everything that could go wrong went wrong. In fact, some believe it may be cursed.

The wreck lay less than a mile below the surface, but even getting to the ship was a challenge for
Texas A&M researchers, who tried first. Submersibles discovered that the 65-foot-long ship was a
wooden sailing vessel from the 1800s. Scientists then made several attempts to sendsubmersibles
down to retrieve objects from the wreck, but equipment began to fail. Researchersdid manage to
discover that the ship was covered in hand-nailed copper plating, which indicatesthat it is from the
1800s and was plated to deter insects from eating the wood, writes the New YorkTimes.

Even when the wreck was passed off to other experts, such as Navy research vessel NR1, no one
made much progress. The first ROV they put in the water promptly crashed into the side of theship
and destroyed itself. This shipwreck hasn’t been properly explored since, and the only artifact
researchers have managed to scavenge is a single piece of copper plating. The ocean, it seems,
would like to keep this ship’s mysteries.
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