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What Would Happen if a Lightning Bolt Struck an Erupting
Volcanic Crater?aa

T??? ?? o?e of t?e ?e??t?f?? ??t???? ??e?ome?? ?e?o?ded ?? t?e wo??d’? to?
??oto?????e??. H??e ??o?d? of ??o?d? ?????? ??to t?e ?k? ?? ? ?o??????
e???t?o? we?e????ed ????t ?? ????t???? ?o?t? ???o?? t?e ?k?.

?t?????? ???t??e? we?e t?ke? ?? ??oto?????e? F???????o Ne??o?? of t?e ???e
mome?t w?e?????t???? ?t??ke? t?e ???e??e-?o?dó? ?????e ?o????o ?? ????e.

T?e ?o?dó? ?????e ?o????o ?woke o? J??e 4, 2011 ??d ?? ?t??? e???t??? to t???
d??, ??t?o??? ?t ?? e?te???? t?e d???? ?t??e.

Howe?e?, t?e ?o??eq?e??e? of t??? ???? e???t?o? ???e ??d m??? ?e?e?e
e?o?om?? ??d e????o?me?t?? ?o??eq?e??e? ?? ????e, ???e?t??? ??d U??????.

F?om ?? ??t??t?? ?e???e?t??e, t??? ??e?e ?? ext?eme?? ??te?e?t??? ??d ?ot to ?e
m???ed.

???e?t??t? ???e ?ot ?et f????ed o?t w??t ????e? t?e?e ????t ????t???? ?o?t? to
???e?? w?e? ?o????oe? ??e ??t??e.

It ?? t?eo??zed t??t t?e e?o?mo?? ?mo??t of ??? ?e?e??ed ?t t?e ??me t?me ?t????
??eed w?? ????ed ??d ?????ed ?o ?t?o???? t??t ?t fo?med ????t????.

L??? f?ow? ??? ?e??? mo?e t??? 1,250 de??ee? ?e????? ??d t?e ???e? of ?mo? ??
????ed ?? to ?? ??t?t?de of ?? to 15 km, ?? ??e???e of 140 m????o? ????? mete??
of ??? ??d d??t ??e ?e?e??ed.

T?e ???e??e-?o?do?-?????e ?o?????? ????e ?? ??o?t 870km ?o?t? of t?e ????e??
????t??. T?e ??? f?om t?e ?o?????? mo??t???? ?o?e?ed t?e ?k? ??d ???e?d to
?e????o???? ???e?t???.

? ?e??t?f?? ??oto of ? ?o?????? e???t?o? ?? t?e ???e??e-?o?do? ?????e ????e,
????e.

H??e d??t ??o?d? w??? ?o?e? ?o?t? ?me???? fo? ? w?o?e week

M??t?? Um??, ? ????t???? ex?e?t ?t t?e U???e???t? of F?o??d? ?? ????e?????e,
???? ????t???? ?t??ke? do?’t ?ook ??ke ?e????? t???de??to?m?.

Mo?te? w?te?, ??e, ??d ?o?k mo?e???e? ??te???t w?t? e?e?t??????? ?????ed
???t???e? ?? ?o?????? ??? ??d ??e?te ? ??e?t?????? ??e?t???e

? ?e??t?f?? mome?t ??ke ? ??tt?e ?etwee? t?e t???de? ?od? ??d t?e f??e ?od?

T?e mo?e d??t t??t ?e?e??e? ??o?? ??to t?e ???, t?e mo?e ????t???? ??
??od??ed. ?? ??e???e, t?e?e ?? ? m?x?m?m ????t???? ?t??ke e?e?? 15 m???te?
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