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Strategically placed white eye-liner along with beautiful bands
of bright red make this bird pop ina delightfully unexpected
way!aa

A long-tailed, bulky, green bird that bounces agilely through evergreen forest canopies in
pairs or small groups.

MEET THE KNYSNA TURACO

The Knysna turaco (Tauraco corythaix), is an unmistakable bird measuring 40 – 42 cm long,
including the tail. The most conspicuous feature ofthis bird has to be the red primary feathers
which only really stand out in flight. The small but thick orange-red bill and white eyeliner
contrastagainst mainly green plumage.

There is a tall green white-tipped crest, brown eyes finished off with an eye-ring of deep red.
Males and females look quite similar, however, juvenile birds are distinguished by a shorter
crest without the white tips.

Knysna turaco are resident breeders in the mature evergreen forests of southern andeastern
South Africa, occurring in the narrow strip of forest in Africa from North EastTransvaal
through Natal, Cape Province, and Mozambique.

Dining mainly on berries and fruit, turacoes will sometimes supplement their diet with seeds,
leaves, and insects.

During the breeding season, both sexes build an insubstantial nest out of twigs in a deep
thicket. Two eggs are laid within and incubated for around 21 days. The chicks start flying at
around 28 days and are dependent on the adult birds for 3 to 4 weeks. It takes around 1 full
year for the Knysna lourie juveniles to develop their adult plumage.

Knysna turaco are regarded as of least concern on the IUCN Red List.

YOU CAN WATCH AND LISTEN TO THIS BIRD RIGHT HERE IN THE VIDEO BELOW:

Read More
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