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Roman Amphitheater

The Roman Empire was dotted with magnificentamphitheatres, also known as arenas. Among the
largest preserved Roman arenas still in existencetoday are:

1.

10.

11.

Rome’s Colosseum: This iconic structure, withan estimated seating capacity of 50,000 to70,000,
stands as the grandest testament toRoman engineering and entertainment. Itscolossal
dimensions—186 meters long, 153meters wide, and 47 meters high—continue toawe visitors.
Capua in Compania, Naples: This ancientamphitheatre, spanning 165 meters by 135meters,
once hosted spectacular events andgladiatorial combat.

Verona, Italy: With a seating capacity ofapproximately 30,000, Verona’s arena remainsan
impressive example of Roman engineeringand is still used for cultural events today.

El Jem (EI Djem), Tunisia: Often regarded asthe fourth largest Roman arena, it boasted a
capacity of around 27,000 to 30,000 spectatorsduring its prime. Its colossal structure still
commands attention in Tunisia.

Les Arenes, Arles, France: This grand arena,capable of seating up to around 26,000spectators,
stands as a testament to Romanarchitectural prowess in the heart of Arles.

Efes (Ephesus), Turkey: With a capacity ofapproximately 25,000, the amphitheatre inEphesus
attests to the cultural significance ofthis ancient city in what is now Turkey.

Pula, Croatia: Holding the distinction of beingthe sixth largest preserved arena globally, itonce
accommodated around 23,000spectators, bearing witness to the grandeur ofRoman
entertainment.

Nimes, France: With a capacity of about20,000, Nimes’ amphitheatre continues to be a
remarkable Roman relic in southern France.

Puteoli, Pozzuoli, Compania: Thisamphitheatre, with an estimated capacity 0f20,000, harkens
back to the days of Roman splendor in the Naples area.

Milan, Italy: While the precise seating capacity of Milan’s amphitheatre may vary, it remains a
significant testament to the Roman presence in northern lItaly.

Tarragona, Spain: With an estimated capacity of thousands, this Roman amphitheatre in
Tarragona stands as a historical treasure on the Iberian Peninsula.

These arenas serve as enduring monuments to Roman engineering, culture, and entertainment,
showcasing the empire’s enduring legacy.

Among the remnants of the Roman Empire, the amphitheaters stand as monumental testimonies to
the architectural and cultural achievements of ancient Rome. The Pula Arena, built in the 1st century
AD, is among the six largest surviving Roman amphitheaters and is one of the best-preserved ancient
structures of its kind. Notably, it hosts the Pula Film Festival, attracting visitors worldwide to
experience a modern event within its historic walls. This arena’s continued use underscores thelasting
legacy of Roman architectural ingenuity.

The city of Nimes is home to one of the best-preserved Roman amphitheatres, constructed in 30 AD.
This ancient structure has transcended time, serving the city through various epochs, including the fall
of the Roman Empire. Today, it is used for the Great Roman Games, a re-enactment event thatbrings
the history of ancient Rome to life. Its excellent state of preservation allows visitors to stepback in time
and visualize the grandeur of Roman spectacles.

In Verona, the ancient arena built in the 1st century AD stands as a prominent feature within the city’s
Piazza Bra. Th|s amphltheatre WhICh held famous gladiator flghts still echoes the cheers of
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