








Parents And The Whole Herdaa

lodge, Nico Verster. “We were watching a breeding herd of elephants drinking atthe waterhole
when the small calf toppled over and landed in the water,” he recalls.

by this group’s apparent ???7? of cohesion and know-how. “The mother seemed
???e??e???e??e? and immediately attempted to ???f? the baby 0?7?, holding him byhis trunk,

?0 ?e? a proper ?0?7?.”

With the mother elephant trying ?e??e???e?? to scoop her calf to safety, most of theother herd
members stood by without coming to her aid. “They were very???e??e???e??e? in thesituation
and didn’t really offer any help as breeding herdswould normally do,” he notes.

Wildlife rehabilitator Karen Trendler, who has also witnessed similar scenarios, agreesthat
inexperience seems to ????e here. “There is surprisingly little communication. Themother
doesn't give distress calls that would have alerted other females for assistance.This could be
due to inexperience, age or position within herd hierarchy,” she explains.
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