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The young calf happily played in the mud after the rain,
while the elephant ??me to the?e???eaa

Wallowing in the mud is great fun for young and old elephants. But when you’re still a
baby, trying to ?t??d up ????? in all that lovelyslippery ?t?ff when game time is over isa
mammoth effort.

Just look at this adorable little guy. After f???t??? a ?o???? ??tt?e to ?et ???k on his
feet on his own that saw him landunceremoniously on his backside, there was only one
thing to do: make a trunk call to his mother.

The baby’s trumpet for help was ???t??ed in these photos taken during a heavy rain
shower in the Maasai Mara Game Reserve inKenya.

The African elephant, believed to be six months to one year old, had f???e? over and
was becoming ever more caked in mud as het?????ed around.

‘Pick me up, please!’ the baby elephant trumpets to Mum in distress as the conditionsin
Kenya send him f?????? ?t?????t back dow?on his ?ottom.

But it was not long before his mother ??me to the ?e???e and ??me closer so he could
shelter under her massive body before making sure that his next ?ttem?t to ?et up –
using her legs for support in the wet conditions – was successful.

Finally, he was upright ?????, and they could go together – but it wasn’t long beforeshe
sat dow? ????? for a relaxing bath herself and took a well-deserved ??e?k.

This mud bath has gone w?o?? mum, I can’t get up!’ This ?oo? little fellow was left in a
slippery position after a de???e in the Maasai Mara

Wildlife photographer Andy Rouse ???t??ed the charming sequence of images while
??????? migratory wildebeest.

“We saw a group of elephants go by pretty quickly,” he says. “When it rains, they know
areas that will flood, and that is very suitable for rolling mud.”

They ?????ed right into that damp patch of ground and loved it. They were in the
wallow for about 30 minutes.

‘I’m trying, Mum, but I just can’t make it’ — the young animal ?t?????e? to ?et to his
feet but is getting ex????ted and ever muddier.

They like to frolic in the mud, and mud on their skin also protects them from the sunand
insect ??te?.

“But getting up ????? can be a ????tm??e for the little ones. It took about five minutes.
He made it after finding shelter between his mother’s legs.

Her legs gave him something solid to lean ??????t, so he could ?t??d up. “It was
hilarious to see and also a very nice and exceptional experience for everyone.”

The baby’s trumpet for help was ???t??ed in these photographs taken during a
torrential downpour in the rainy season in the Maasai Mara game reserve in Kenya.

‘Under here, darling…’ It’s Mum to the ?e???e as she shelters her son and uses her
foot to nudge him upright. The African elephant is thought to be aged six months to one
year.

‘Whoopsy-daisy! There we go,’ success at last. Wildlife photographer Andy Rouse
???t??ed the charming sequence of images while t??????? migrating wildebeest.

African elephants, who live in the w??d for up to 70 years, are ?????t?? larger than
their Asian cousins and are the largest land animals on e??t?.

Having a baby is a ?e?e?e ?omm?tme?t to elephants. Females typically give birth to a
calf every two to four years after a pregnancy of 22 months, a longer ?e?t?t?o? than
any other mammal.

So if it takes a few extra minutes to ?et Junior o?t of the mud, it’s no wonder Mom is
only too happy to wait.

‘Phew, that’s much better’ – baby’s back on his feet after a helping hand from his
mother, who stood over him for a ??t of extra support.

‘Aww, thanks, Mum, you’re a marvel’ — and now it’s mum’s turn to take a rest as she
sits dow? ?? the mud following a job well done.

African elephants, which live for up to 70 years in the w??d, are ?????t?? bigger than
their Asian cousins and are the largest land animals on e??t?.
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