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Let’s hope Jonathan Kuminga’s contract prediction doesn’t
??e?? t?o???e for the Warriors! aa

The Golden State Warriors have shifted their off?e??o? attention to securing a new dealwith
Jonathan Kuminga after locking in Stephen Curry with a one-year, $62.6 millionexte???o? at the
end of August. Kuminga, a promising young forward, is now eligible fora ?????t??e five-year,
$224 million exte???o?. With the deadline of October 21 — justone day before the 2024-25
regular season k??k? off — looming, both parties will need toreach an agreement soon.

Reports suggest Kuminga is ??m??? for the full max exte???o?, a stance highlighted byJake
Fischer of Yahoo Sports. Several of Kuminga’s fellow 2021 lottery picks, includingCade
Cunningham, Evan Mobley, Scottie Barnes, and Franz Wagner, have alreadysecured their max
deals this off?e??o?, adding to the ??e????e for the Warriors tofinalize terms with their young
star.

In a recent episode on his podcast addressing the biggest contract questions heading intothe
season, ESPN’s Zach Lowe has outlined his belief that a deal for Kuminga is unlikelyto ?et done
before the deadline.

“If I were a betting man and I am not, I would ?et on this going into the off season. I don’t know 
that. I don’t know”, Lowe said. “That would just be my ?et. If I’m the Warriors, I’m saying, why 
am I going to ??? you close to the max when no one has cap room and this is what ?e?t???ted 
free agency is for?”

While far from categoric in his belief, Lowe’s reasoning is obviously sound. Why would Golden
State ???k giving Kuminga the full max now when they can simply wait and get more on-court
data before making a de????o??

Well the answer to that is to erase any simmering te???o? that may arise as a result of no
exte???o?. The Warriors know first hand the ?m???t that these situations can have, particularly
after going through the Klay Thompson contract scenario last season.

Klay Thompson was eligible to sign a new deal at any point last season, creating a different
situation compared to Jonathan Kuminga. For Kuminga, if an agreement isn’t reached by the
October 21 deadline, talks would be paused, and he would enter ?e?t???ted free agency next
off?e??o?. This gives Golden State more control over Kuminga’s future than they had with
Thompson, who f??ed unrestricted free agency.

However, the o?t?ome could still lead to unease and ???e?t???t?. Players often feel do??tabout
their value to the franchise when contract situations d??? on, which can affect their on-court
?e?fo?m???e. Thompson’s ???o????te?t play last season was a prime example of howcontract
???e?t???t? can create distractions, leading to ?e?fo?m???e fluctuations. Kumingacould f??e
similar ?????e??e? if his situation remains unresolved.

Now the Warriors are left to balance the pros and cons of a Kuminga exte???o?, particularly if
his management are steadfast in wanting $200+ million. One thing is for sure, the franchisemust
tread carefully to ensure this doesn’t brew into legitimate t?o???e on the eve of a newseason.
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