
Post to Pdf

Developer By Post to Pdf



Post to Pdf

Developer By Post to Pdf



Post to Pdf

Developer By Post to Pdf



Filling Klay Thompson’s shoes wo?’t be easy, but the Warriors
are ready for the ?????e??e. aa

Key Takeaways

Buddy Hield provides the Golden State Warriors with an elite three-point ??oot??? t??e?t.
Podziemski should increase his three-point volume to help replace Thompson.
De’Anthony Melton upgrades the Warriors’ defe??e, creating more possessions.

Exciting times for the Warriors as they make moves to fill Klay Thompson’s shoes! Can’t wait to
see how the new additions will ?m???t the team.

Buddy Hield is Not Shy About Letting it Fly

Hield is among the league’s best from beyond the arc

The w????o?’s offe??e involves constant movement without the basketball to create open looks
from dee?. Stephen Curry and Thompson formed one of the de?d??e?t backcourts in NBA
history under ?e?d Coach Steve Kerr ‘s three-point motion offe??e. With Thompson gone,
Golden State knew they needed another guy who put fe?? into the o??o??t?o? from beyond the
arc. Hield will do exactly that.

Over the past five years, no one in the association has made more threes than Hield. He ??ot
38.6 percent on 6.8 triple tries per game last season. Whether it is off the ??t??, dribble, or onthe
move, Hield does not ???k any confidence from dee?.

Buddy Hield Three-Point Stats Over Last 5 Years

Stat Value Rank

3PM 1,322 1

3PA (per game) 8.7 5

3PT% 39.2 6

Last ??m?????, Hield played for the Indiana Pacers before they traded him to the Philadelphia
76ers . Indiana ranked first in points per game (123.3) in the 2023-24 season, and Hield was a
big part of their offe??e. The Pacers played at an electric pace and never passed up an openlook
from dee?. Indiana’s star point ????d, Tyrese Haliburton , explained just howimportant Hield’s
??oot??? was to their offe??e.

“His presence ??oot??? on the floor, that opens up a ton for me because you [are] not going to
be in as much in the gap if you’re guarding Buddy because you know how he is as a shooter. So
it’s been a little different on the court, obviously.” – Tyrese Haliburton

In Golden State, Hield will have a critical ?o?e in keeping defenses honest. While he likelycomes
off the bench and sees less usage than Thompson did with the Warriors, Hield will keepthe
o??o??t?o? from doubling Curry and serve as a kickout option for playmakers like Draymond
Green . On paper, he fits seamlessly into Golden State’s three-point, motion offe??e. It will be
interesting to see if his numbers jump up from playing in a system that suits his offe????e
strengths.

Internal Development

Warriors want Podziemski to increase his three-point volume

Golden State drafted Podziemski with the 19th pick in the 2023 NBA Draft. He rewarded
them, finishing fifth in the ?ook?e of the Year ???e and earning First-Team All-?ook?e honors.

Brandin Podziemski 2023-24 Season Stats

PPG 9.2

RPG 5.8

APG 3.7

3PT% 38.5

USG% 15.5

?????e? d??w? 38

Podziemski was not ?f???d to be physical as a ?ook?e, leading the league in ?????e? d??w?
and ??tt???? dow? ?ow for to??? rebounds. He started 28 games last season, but his ?o?e will
skyrocket with Thompson’s de???t??e. Podziemski will likely start at ??oot??? ????d, taking on
more usage.

The second-year ????d from Santa Clara University does not come close to Thompson’s
??oot??? caliber. However, the Warriors want Podziemski to increase his three-point volume
heading into the 2024-25 ??m?????.

Podziemski attempted 3.2 triples in his ?ook?e season, so leaping to 8-10 is a big task. In
comparison, Thompson took nine triples last ??m?????. If Podziemski gets to this number at a
f????? efficient clip, the Warriors will have a star on their hands. He is already a to???-nosed
defe?de? and will likely match up with the best o??o???? ????d, while Andrew Wiggins ????d?
the best wing. Golden State believes the second-year ????d will have a powerful ?m???t onboth
sides of the ball.

Over the summer, the Warriors were reportedly interested in trading for Lauri Markkanen .
However, they ?ef??ed to put Podziemski in a ?ote?t??? deal. Golden State views Podziemskias
an integral ??e?e of the o?????z?t?o?’s future. He will have big shoes to fill offe????e?? with
Thompson’s de???t??e.

Thompson’s defe??e Declined, but Warriors Make an Upgrade

De’Anthony Melton will be a key defe????e ??e?e

Melton brings a ?t?o?? defe????e presence, navigating screens well and getting deflections.

Melton can give the d???e?o?? Warriors’ offe??e more possessions due to his turnover creation.
He also k?o?k? dow? threes at a high rate, ??oot??? at least 36 percent from dee? over his last
four ??m?????? and making two per game in his last two seasons. While Melton might not have
the same offe????e f??e?owe? as Thompson, the Warriors upgraded their defe??e with this
???????, while not taking a giant stepback in the ??oot??? department.

Melton is projected to play backup point ????d to begin the season, but he and Curry can play
together in the backourt. If Golden State needs defe??e dow? the stretch, Melton is a great
candidate to close t???t games when having two-way players is of the utmost importance.

Did the Warriors add enough pieces to replace Thompson’s production? Only time will tell.
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