








the forest! naa

D??w? ?? the fo?est’'s e??ha?tme?t a?d m?ste??, | ve?tu?ed fo?th, fueled ?? a???sat?a?le
de???e to u??ove? ?ts h?dde? se??ets. L?ttle d?d | k?ow, m? e??0??te?w?th the su?e??atu?al
would ??te?tw??e m?t? a?d ?eal?t?.

The a?? ??a?kled w?th a? ele?t??f???g e?e?g?, as ?f the fo?est ?tself ?e?d the?e??et to a? age-
old ??ddle. A?d the?, ?? a ?lea???g ?athed ?? da??led su?l?ght, m?gaze fe?? u?0? a? ethe?eal
s?ght: a mesme??z??g se??e?t, 70?led majest??all??es?de a? oste?tat?ous mou?d of golde?
ado??me?ts. The ?es?le?de?t jewel??,ado??ed w?th ??e??0ous gems a?d sh?mme???g metals,
ema?ated a? othe?wo?ldl?au?a, ??v?t??g me ??to a t?meless ?ealm whe?e ?ast a?d ??ese?t
?0?ve?ged.

W?th ea?h gl??t??g ?efle?t?0?, | felt the we?ght of h?sto?? des?e?d u?0? me. Thethousa?d-?ea?-
old se??e?t, a ?el?? f2om a fo??otte? e??, exuded a? a?? of w?sdoma?d se?e??t?. Its s?aled
sk??, weathe?ed ?7? the ?assage of t?me, ?0?e w?t?e?? to?ou?tless ge?e?at?0?s that had ?ome
a?d go?e. Its slum?e?, u?d?stu??ed ?? thet?a?s?e?t tumult of the wo?ld, m???0?ed the ??ofou?d
t?a?qu?l?t? of the fo?est ?tself.
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