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A heartwarming moment as a 370-pound tigerinteracts
gently with a toddler girl. aa

These ??e?t?t?k??? photographs ???t??e the remarkable moments when a tiger
bowedits ?e?d and placed a paw up to the hand of a small girl.

Photographer Dyrk Daniels noticed the 370lb Golden Bengal Tiger had taken an
interestin the child, who was leaning ??????t his glass enclosure.

As the tiger, called Taj, headed over to her, Mr Daniels got his camera ready,
expectinghim to snarl and ???? ??????t the glass.

Tender moment: Rather than banging ??????t the glass, the tiger gently put its 
paw up to the little girl’s hand

But amazingly the tiger ???? his ?e?d, ?t?et??ed a paw o?t to her hand and
rubbed hischeek ??????t where the girl’s f??e was.

Father-of-two Dyrk Daniels, 47, went to Cougar Mountain Zoo in Issaquah,
WashingtonState, to photograph the Bengal tigers.

When he got to the enclosure there were several children and families in thearea,
so he decided to let them see the tigers first before he tried to photographthem
himself.

‘That is when I noticed this little girl was leaning ??????t the glass with both
hands o?t ?t?et??ed staring at the ‘big kitties’,’ he said.

Gentle giant: As the tiger headed over to the glass partition towards the little girl, 
photographer Dyrk Daniels thought the big cat would snarl and frighten her

Bonding: The tiger put its f??e right dow? so the little girl could look it ?t?????t in 
the e?e

‘I noticed that Taj had taken an interest in the girl and was heading towards her.

‘I thought for certain that the little girl would need therapy after the e??o??te?and
fe?? cats for the rest of her life.

‘I could not believe my eyes when Taj approached the girl, bowed his ?e?d and
then placed his huge right paw exactly in front of where the little girl’s left hand
was.

‘It was ????ed???e to watch. Taj let dow? his right paw, rubbed his cheek
??????t the glass where the little girl’s f??e was and moved off.’

Far from being ????ed, the little girl was so excited that she started clapping as
she walked back afterwards towards her mother.

‘I have never seen such tenderness from such a large ??ed?to?,’ Mr Daniels said.
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