








Fish Skin Disease: Unraveling theMysteries of Fish
Skin Ailments ACloser Look In Industryaa

Causes
of Fish Skin Disease

There are several potential causes for fish skindiseases. One of the most
common is bacterial and fungal infections. When fishare stressed or their
immune systems are compromised, it makes themmore susceptible to
infections on

their skin or scales. Poor water quality can also leadto infections taking

hold. High ammonia levels, low oxygen, or othertoxins in the water negatively
impact fish health. Parasitic infections from externalflukes, anchor worms, or
other parasites can cause damage and lesions onskin as well. Injuries from
aggression with tank mates or damage to skin fromdecor or equipment in the
aquarium also provide entry points for pathogens.Certain genetic defects or
nutritional deficiencies may predispose fish todeveloping skin abnormalities
or infections too.

Bacterial Infections

Common Fish

Skin Disease infections affecting fish skin include finand tail

rot. With fin and tail rot, the fins and edges of the tailbecome frayed and
covered in white or brown patches caused bybacteria like Aeromonas and
Pseudomonas entering through wounds. Thesebacteria release enzymesthat
break

down skin tissue contributing to the progressiverotting appearance. Bodyslime
disease is another bacterial infection seen as a lossof the protective slime
coat and silvering appearance of scales. Bacterialike Flavobacterium
columnaris or Saprolegnia parasitica take hold whenthe slime coat is
compromised.

Fungal Infections

Most fungal infections impacting fish skin appear as white, cottony patches.
Saprolegniasis, also known as fish fungus, is caused by water molds in the
Saprolegnia genus. It tends to appear as whitish tufts or filaments growing on
skin, gills, or wounds. Another fish skin fungus is Ichthyophonus hoferi which
causes loss of slime coat, skin discoloration, lesions, and can spread
internally. Other fungi like Aeromyces, Achlya, and Aphanomyces can also
cause

skin infections under the right conditions in aquariums with poor water or
stressed fish.

Parasitic Infections

One of the most common external parasites found on fish is Ich or White Spot
disease caused by Ichthyophthirius multifiliis. Ich looks like white spots or
cysts embedded in fish skin. Each cyst contains thousands of Ich parasites
that
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