
Post to Pdf

Developer By Post to Pdf



Post to Pdf

Developer By Post to Pdf



Post to Pdf

Developer By Post to Pdf



Discover the enigmatic beauty of the 925-pound Fukang
Meteorite! aa

When it ???mmed into the surface of e??t?, there was little sign of the beauty that lay inside.

But ??tt??? the Fukang meteorite open yielded a ??e?t?t?k??? sight.

Within the rock, translucent golden crystals of a mineral called olivine gleamed among a
silvery honeycomb of nickel-iron.

Cosmic wonder: Marvin Killgore of the Arizona Meteorite Laboratory lets the sun shine
through a polished slice of the Fukang rock

The ???e meteorite weighed about the same as a hatchback when it was discovered in
2000, in the Gobi Desert in China’s Xinjiang Province.

It has since been divided into slices which give the effect of stained glass when the sun
shines through them.

An anonymous collector holds the largest portion, which weighs 925lb. in 2008, this ??e?e
was expected to fetch $2million (£1.26million) at auction at Bonham’s in New York – but it
remained unsold.

It is so valuable that even tiny chunks sell in the region of £20-30 per gram.

Arizona’s Southwest Meteorite Laboratory, which holds about 70lb of the rock, says the
remarkable find will turn o?t to be ‘one of the greatest meteorite discoveries of the 21st
century’.

It says the Fukang specimen outshines all other known examples of the pallasite class,
which makes up just one per cent of all meteorites. However, it is not the biggest – in 2005
space rock hunter Steve Arnold dug up a 1,400lb sample in Kansas.

Valuable: The main mass of the Fukang meteorite, which f???ed to sell after being valuedat
$2million. The intact space rock weighed as much as a small car

The Arizona lab’s experts say pallasites, whose make-up of half nickel-iron, half olivinegives
them their mosaic-like appearance, are ‘thought to be relics of forming planets’.

They are believed to originate from dee? inside intact meteors created during the formation
of the solar system about 4.5 billion years ago and very few specimens are thought to have
??????ed their de??e?t through e??t?’s ?tmo???e?e.

February 2005 saw the Chinese space rock transported all the way to the Tucson ?em and
Mineral Show, in Tucson, Arizona.

The U.S. lab claims their polished slice of the original meteorite is the world’s biggest
pallasite cross section, measuring 36in by 19in.

4.5 billion years in the making: Golden olivine meets silvery nickel-iron to create astunningly
beautiful mosaic effect
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