








|Do you ever feel overwhelmed when you walk into a tile shop? Last month, | stood there, staring

at endless walls of tiles, feeling completely lost. After guiding many friends through their tile-
shopping journeys (and navigating my own bathroom renovation), I've learned how to make this
process much less stressful. Let’s explore how to become a tile-shopping pro in just one
weekend.

The Power of Preparation

Here’s a confession: my first tile shoppingexperience was a total disaster. | walked into the tile
shop without any plan and left three hours later withnothing but a headache. Learn from my
mistake!Before visiting any showroom, take some time toprepare. Create a mood board, take
photos of yourspace, and gather ideas from magazines or onlinesources. The most important
step? Take pictures ofyour existing furniture or fixtures that need to match.Trust me, that “perfect”
blue tile might look verydifferent next to your bathroom vanity!

Understanding Your Options

During my second visit to a tile shop, a friendlysalesperson taught me an important lesson:

different spaces require different types of tiles. Forflooring, choose something durable and slip-

resistant, especially in bathrooms. Wall tiles can bemore decorative since they don’t face foot

raffic. Ifyou’re working on a kitchen backsplash, you haveeven more creative freedom since it
on’t endureas much wear and tear.

|Budgeting Wisely

Let’s talk about budgets—nobody wants thatawkward moment in the tile shop when they fall in
love with something way outside their price range. Afriend of mine didn’t plan ahead and ended
up ordering more tiles mid-installation. The new batch didn’t match the first one, driving her crazy.

he lesson? Calculate how much space you need to cover and add a little extra for cuts and
mistakes. It's better to have spare tiles than to run short.

Making the Final Decision

Here’s my top tip: take samples home from the tile shop. Never rely solely on showroom lighting.|
once chose what | thought was the ideal gray tile, only to discover it looked purple in my
bathroom! Observe how your choices appear in your space at different times of day. And if you're
selecting floor tiles, walk on the sample in your socks. If it feels slippery, it's probably not the best
option for wet areas.

Your Weekend Strategy

ant to approach this like a pro? Start Saturday morning with research and planning. Visit your
irst tile shop in the afternoon with measurements and ideas ready. Take some samples home
and sleep on it. On Sunday, evaluate those samples in your space, then return to the tile sho
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