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Best Friends! An ????do?ed fox cub found in a cardboard
?ox befriends two orphanedbadgers who overcome their
childhood misfortunes.videoaa

It looks like a scene from a Disney film – only this time it is real – and it is adorable.

A blossoming friendship between Phoebe, an ????do?ed baby fox cub, and twoorphaned
badgers has astounded animal lovers afteran animal sanctuary in Whitby putthe unlikely
new family together.

Staff were stumped when they were brought a tiny two-month-old fox cub to take care of,
but unusually, they had no other foxes toplace her with.

The sanctuary was not keen to have Phoebe rely on humans for food and support sostaff
??me up with a radical idea – to see if shecould form a friendship with two orphaned
badgers.

Orphans together: Phoebe was found in a ?ox while Betty and Bella the badgers were
wandering the roadside before all three were introduced at Whitby Wildlife Sanctuary

Best of friends: Bella, Betty and Phoebe play together after staff fe??ed Phoebe would
become too attached to humans if she was fed and played with by staff

 

Phoebe the fox was discovered ??o?e and petrified in a cardboard ?ox in Leeds, while
nearby, two small badger cubs were found wandering in the street in Meltham, we?t
Yorkshire.

Phoebe’s family was never found but an adult badger believed to be Betty and Bella’s
mother was found de?d in a road nearby.

The tiny fox and the badgers were separately taken to Whitby Wildlife Sanctuary in North
Yorkshire where staff decided to place all three together.

Badgers and foxes ??o?d each other in the w??d, but the trio of two-month-old cubs,
have found solace in one another’s company.

Under the watchful e?e of chief executive Alexandra Farmer they are thriving.

She said: ‘Foxes and badgers would never mix in the w??d, in fact they tend to keep o?t
of each other’s way.

‘But these three were w??d animals without their mothers, all of a similar size and we
thought we could place them together as long as we kept a close e?e on them.

‘We have been delighted to see they have bonded extremely well, it’s been lovely to see
them feeding, sleeping and even playing together.’

Foraging in the same territory, badgers are more likely to ?tt??k or d???e away foxes and
are usually thought to be the stronger and more dom????t ??e??e?.

Phoebe’s family has never been found after she was discovered ??o?e in a cardboard
?ox in Leeds. When more foxes come to the sanctuary Pheobe will be introduced to her
own ??e??e? to ease her back into the w??d

Badgers are more likely to ?tt??k or d???e away foxes and are usually thought to be the
stronger and more dom????t ??e??e? when in the w??d – but the new family forming in
Whitby shows both ??e??e? can be friends

Foxes and badgers are rarely seen together in the w??d – but staff at the Whitby Wildlife
Sanctuary were confident the trio would get along – and they were right

The family unit forged in Whitby made even more ????ed???e by the fact the animalsare
rarely seen together.

In 2013 another ??????? pairing ??o?ked and delighted animal lovers in Surrey. Harper
Asprey Wildlife ?e???e welcomed ??j??ed badger Billie, who was found at the side of her
de?d mother. The centre introduced Billie to Pixie the fox and the pair ??t it off
immediately.

In Maltby, staff at the wildlife sanctuary are hoping the animals will play a ?o?e in raising
one another, so they can be released back into the w??d one day.

Ms Farmer said: ‘They are staying in an outdoor kennel ??o?k in a sheltered area with
some bedding and a heat lamp and they have thrived since they were put in together.

‘They lap puppy formula milk from the same bowl – none of them are on solids yet – and
they curl up together when they go to sleep.

‘It was important that they don’t have too much handling and live with other w??d
creatures of roughly the same size, they can’t become reliant on human contact.

‘When some more fox cubs arrive we will introduce Phoebe to them but for now she’s
getting along with the badgers just fine.’
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