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Picture this: You're having a normal day, and you stop by the store. You grabseveral
things you need and head to the register, pulling your debit card out ofyour wallet as you
do.

When it's time to pay, you slide your card, only to see the word “denied” appearon the
screen.

If you've experienced this first hand, you know that it can be, at best, anembarrassing
inconvenience and, at worst, throw off your financial goals. Yourdebit card may be
declined for several reasons, and it doesn’'t always mean youdon't have money.

If you're asking the question, why is my debit card declined when | have money,read on
for the things that might have gone wrong and how to fix them.

Why Is My Debit Card Being Declined When | Have
Money? (11 Reasons)

There’s not just one reason that a debit card will not work. See these 11 reasonsdebit
cards can be declined.

1. Insufficient funds for your purchase

The first reason your card might decline isn’t that you don’t have money butbecause you
don’t have enough for that purchase. If you only have $100 in youraccount and try tobuy
something for $200, it isn’t going to work.

To fix this, add more money to your account, or use a different account. Thisshould fix
the problem of a debit card declined even when you have money.

2. Fraud alert

Another reason you might be having trouble using your debit card is a fraud alert.A lot of
things can trigger a fraud alert.

For instance, buying something from a place you usually don't, like an unusuallocation.
Another thing is buying something that isn’t typical for you. Any othersuspicious activity
can also trigger a fraud alert.

And, of course, there’s also the possibility that someone has made anunauthorized
purchase with your card. Contact your bank right away about anypurchases you didn’t
make and correct any issues with not being able to useyour card.

3. Your card is not activated

This is a pretty simple fix; it could be that your card isn’t activated. You can use a few

different methods to activate, includini an ATM and online.
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