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Clarkesworld Magazine: Earn Up to $2,640 Writing Sci-Fi &
Fantasy Storiesaa

Hey there, sci-fi aficionados and fantasy enthusiasts! ?? Ever dreamt of transforming your
otherworldly tales into tangible rewards? You’ve navigated to theright star system –welcome
to your comprehensive guide on Clarkesworld Magazine, a haven where thesurreal meets
the lucrative, offering up to $2,640for your narratives! ??

Dive into the universe of publishing with me, as we chart the course from what Clarkesworld
seeks in your submissions to the straightforward steps forsending your stories into orbit.
Ready to launch your writing to cosmic heights? Let’s embark on this interstellar journey
together! ??

What is Clarkesworld Magazine?

?A SCREENSHOT OF THE WEBSITE OF CLARKESWORLD MAGAZINE

Clarkesworld Magazine is a beacon for science fiction and fantasy enthusiasts, captivating
readers monthly since October 2006. ??

Here’s why it shines:

Rich Content: Each issue mixes up to eight original stories with engaging interviews
and articles, available in ebooks, audio podcasts, print, and annual anthologies. ?

Prestigious Awards: A winner of Hugo, World Fantasy, and British Fantasy Awards, it’s
a testament to its quality and impact. ?

Visionary Leadership: Founded by Neil Clarke, a Hugo Award-winning editor, the
magazine is a platform for both legendary and emerging talents like Neil Gaiman, Ken
Liu, N.K. Jemisin, and Aliette de Bodard. ?

Boundary-Pushing Stories: Committed to exploring new and innovative ways to
understand the human experience, it’s a staple for speculative fiction lovers. ??

Clarkesworld blends imagination with literary excellence, making it a cherished publication in
the realm of speculative fiction.

Is Clarkesworld Magazine legit?

Absolutely! ?

Clarkesworld isn’t just legit; it’s an award magnet:

Awards Galore: It has bagged a World Fantasy Award, three Hugo Awards, and a
British Fantasy Award. Its stories have been contenders for or won prestigious awards
like the Hugo, Nebula, and many more. ?

Edited by a Pro: Neil Clarke, an award-winning editor, is the mastermind behind its
content, ensuring top-notch quality in sci-fi and fantasy literature. ?

What exactly is Clarkesworld looking for?

Clarkesworld’s doors are wide open for submissions in art, non-fiction, and fiction, with each
category having its own specific guidelines and desires:

FICTION

Word Limit: Your story should be between 1,000 and 22,000 words. They are strict on
this, so no exceptions. ?

Genres: They’re scouting for science fiction and fantasy. While horror is off the table,
dark SF/F themes are welcome.

Language: English submissions from around the world are accepted. Translations are
encouraged, breathing new life into previously published works in other languages. ?

AI Writing Tools: Clarkesworld maintains a strict policy against submissions written or
assisted by AI tools. Integrity and original human creativity are paramount.

Specifics to Avoid: Clarkesworld has a list of themes and tropes that are considered
hard sells, including zombies, sexy vampires, and stories heavily reliant on clichés or
familiar plots. ?

NON-FICTION

Scope: Articles should interest sci-fi and fantasy readers, ranging from genrepublishing
business discussions, the writing process, the reading experience, toscientific material
useful in SF stories. ?

Word Limit: Up to 2,500 words.

Exclusions: Clarkesworld isn’t looking for reviews, literary criticism, interviews (handled
separately), or reprints. Originality is key. ?

Content Guidelines: Avoid overly trodden paths, personal anecdotes, or subjects that
don’t translate well into engaging articles for their readership.

ART

Cover Art: Clarkesworld seeks genre art that tells its own story, independent of the
issue’s fiction content. Color artwork is preferred, especially digital or traditional 2D
paintings and illustrations. ?

Specifications: High-resolution landscape artwork is ideal for their wrap-around print
edition covers, but portrait works are also considered. Art must be original and not
previously used for other publications.

Who can write for Clarkesworld Magazine?

Everyone! ???

Whether you’re from the US or anywhere else in the world, Clarkesworld welcomes your
stories.

They’re open to submissions from all over, and translations are particularly encouraged –
even if your work has been published in another language. ??

How much can I earn with Clarkesworld?

Fiction: Earn 12 cents per word for your science fiction and fantasy tales. With a word
limit of 1,000 to 22,000 words, you could pocket up to $2,640 for a max-length story.
Payments are made via PayPal, check, or wire transfer for international authors. ?

Non-fiction: Get paid 10 cents per word for up to 2,500 words. ?

Art: Artists receive $400 plus two copies of the print edition. Your bio and portfolio link
will be showcased in the issue featuring your art. ?

Why should I write for Clarkesworld?

Global Platform: Your work will be read by a worldwide audience, offering unparalleled
exposure. ?

Competitive Pay: Among the best in speculative fiction, rewarding your creativity and
hard work. ?

Award-Winning Excellence: Join the ranks of acclaimed authors and artists in a
publication recognized with Hugo, Nebula, and World Fantasy awards. ?

Editorial Prestige: Benefit from the guidance of Neil Clarke, a celebrated editor
committed to nurturing talent. ?

Community & Recognition: Be part of a vibrant community where your work can leadto
nominations and awards, boosting your profile in the speculative fiction world. ?

Is Clarkesworld Magazine worth it?

Pros ? : Offers a prestigious platform with competitive compensation, global exposure,
and the chance to be part of an award-winning publication that values both emerging
and established talents.

Cons ? : Highly competitive, with specific submission guidelines that must be adhered
to, potentially making it challenging for new writers to get accepted.

Verdict: Absolutely! 

If you’re passionate about speculative fiction, Clarkesworld Magazine is a fantastic
opportunity to advance your career, gain significant exposure, and join a community of
acclaimed writers and artists.

It’s worth considering and exploring, especially if you’re committed to crafting high-quality,
imaginative work. ??

How do I get started?

Ready to see your work in one of the most celebrated science fiction magazines? ??

Here’s your step-by-step guide to submitting to Clarkesworld:

FICTION

Use their online submissions system. Do not email or mail submissions. ???

Fill in the form with your details and story in .RTF, .DOC, or .DOCX format, adhering to
the standard manuscript format.

Track your submission with the provided number and wait for a response before
making any inquiries.

NON-FICTION

Send a query letter first to nonfiction@clarkesworldmagazine.com. Do not send
completed articles initially. ???

Wait for a follow-up before assuming acceptance.

ART

Submit the URL of your online gallery to art@clarkesworldmagazine.com for
consideration. No direct image attachments. ???

Updates on your portfolio are only necessary if its location changes.

WRITE FOR CLARKESWORLD ?

Final thoughts

Diving into Clarkesworld Magazine’s submission process is a step towards potentially joining
the ranks of published authors and artists in one of the speculative fiction’s most respected
venues. ??

While the journey might be competitive, it’s an invaluable experience for anyone serious
about their craft in science fiction and fantasy.

Whether you’re a writer or an artist, Clarkesworld offers a chance to showcase your work on
an international stage, making it a worthy pursuit for passionate creatives. ??
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